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 1 
Present Members:  Zona Butler, Jennifer Iller, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Pauline Proch, and Sierra Gray 2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chairman Jennifer Iller 4 
opened, Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Pauline Proch seconded and it was approved 5 
unanimously. Chair Iller welcomed newly elected Student Council member, Sierra Gray who will be joining for the 6 
academic year 2016-2017. 7 
 8 
Presentations to the Committee 9 
Annual Athletics Update – Director of Athletics, Christopher Maury 10 
Director Chris Maury supplied an overview, along with spread sheets of details by teams, academics and 11 
accomplishments and began with describing the growth of our programs with the new inclusion of 8

th
 graders to the 12 

NHS athletic opportunities.  With three seasons of play there were 347 high school students and 149 8
th
 students from 13 

CPS participating on at least one of the interscholastic teams.  Participation varied by season and level of play, and he 14 
offered a breakdown for each.  There were a total of 494 games, 246 were home games and 248 were away with a 15 
total combined wins for the varsity level at 157 and total losses of 65, and 5 ties calculating to an impressive .703 16 
winning percentage.  These teams participated in a total of 13 state tournament competitions with the Varsity Boys 17 
Soccer and Lacrosse advancing to the Divisional Sectional Final Rounds and 8 of 15 teams won League 18 
Championships.   Notable participation for the newly formed NHS Club Volleyball led by teachers, Andrew Viselli 19 
and Anthony Suppa, had 19 sign up with 12 matches.  While it was not a winning team throughout the season the 20 
progression of level of play was clear and interest continues to increase.  Mr. Maury was happy to report that this Fall 21 
signups total 30 students and not one is taking away from other sports which equates to an additional number of 22 
students for after school activity participation.  Another notable addition is adding a club level high school Cross 23 
Country team.  Last year under the leadership of Gary Allen and Charlene Rudd, CPS had a very successful Running 24 
club and the students and coaches hoped to extend this into high school as the middle school students’ age up.   This 25 
club will be self-funded and monitored for a year to see its progression and with the hope not to detract from other 26 
sports already in force. 27 
 28 
Mr. Maury discussed his involvement with the Cape & Islands League and our district affiliation.  This league 29 
dissolved years ago, but has been rebuilding since 2010 and has regenerated over time to include nine (9) schools.  30 
The league has unanimously voted to bring in larger school districts to increase the level of play and to help facilitate 31 
closer proximity schools for the purpose of budget and travel time.  With the addition of Barnstable, Falmouth, 32 
Dennis Yarmouth, Sandwich and Monomoy, (and possibly at a later date, Bourne, Mashpee, UpperTech) this will 33 
better level our competition and help all to achieve an equilibrium of play with divisional alignments to create a more 34 
natural and even competition.  Also noteworthy this year, is the newly remodeled Banner system that can be found in 35 
the John O’Neill Gymnasium.  All the existing banners were cleaned, new banners have been hung to represent all 36 
the athletic teams and a new tracking system was installed.  The School Committee had many questions:  Tim Lepore 37 
asked about costs associated with start up teams like cross country, pointing out the overhead of this particular sport 38 
is very low.  Mr. Maury responded his hope is to have 6 or 7 meets, see how things progress for two seasons, then 39 
review and request budget needs.  He mentioned the course is usually a 5k course, hoping to run in the Mill Hill area, 40 
maybe Tuppancy, maybe Sanford, all conservation areas being mindful of hunting season in the Fall on our island.  41 
Zona Butler was curious about why no Track and Field club or team (on heels of discussion of Cross Country).  42 
While we do not currently have a track, we have plans in the midst to complete a sports complex that would include a 43 
6 lane track. Superintendent Cozort interjected that yes indeed, the Athletic complex plan is still viable but it had to 44 
take a second seat to the desperate need for a new school and once we have completed the building project we can 45 
revisit this great plan.  Mrs. Butler also asked about Cheerleading and participating in competitions as she feels the 46 
team gets overlooked as an athletic sport.  Mr. Maury stated that in the last years the cheerleading team has chosen to 47 
back away from competitions and therefore, they are not involved in league play, but, they could be again, and he 48 
reminds they are always important to our program.  There was some discussion about diversity in the sport teams, 49 
which is really just different based on sports choices and interest.  Chair Iller asked about the 8

th
 graders participating  50 

 51 
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 52 
in JV sports, how trying out and deciding to participate fell into place.  Mr. Maury gave an overview of tryouts, 53 
coach, parent and player thoughts and ability, if the move up is a ‘good fit’, and ultimately the Athletic Director 54 
making a recommendation.  Feeling this has proven successful, he continued that the majority of the students that 55 
chose to play on the JV level were starters and it offered an increase in the level of play for the student and the team.  56 
He also mentioned that this is the norm model for many of our competitive schools.  Mrs. Proch was impressed by 57 
the overall GPA of all the teams and was so glad that academics are pushed as first and foremost and hopes for 58 
continued success, but was curious about the Academic support system for those students who are struggling.  Mr. 59 
Maury reviewed the Academic Probation procedure and its primary goal to help students succeed, aid them in 60 
making connections with their teachers and achieve success. 61 
 62 
Comments from the Public 63 
None 64 
 65 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken 66 
Before participating in the first vote, Mrs. Butler asked about Student Accounts and how they operate after a class 67 
graduates.  Superintendent Cozort reviewed the J Policy criteria citing that any funds left remaining will transfer to 68 
the Nantucket Education Trust to be used strictly for student use.  He furthered the reason this policy was set into 69 
place was based on the direction of our auditors who clearly outlined how student funds will need to be officially 70 
moved/transferred/utilized.  The district has notified  Year of Graduation Classes, has advertised in the newspaper 71 
and is advising the students to “Use it or lose it” when to comes to the final distribution of funds. 72 
 73 
Vote to Approve Closing Student Activity Accounts and transfer to Nantucket Education Trust.  Tim Lepore made a 74 
motion, seconded by Pauline Proch to accept this action, the motion was approved unanimously. 75 

  1.  Class of 2005 - $ 2,915.38 76 
  2.  Class of 2008 - $18,460.77 77 
  3.  Class of 2011 - $16,782.71 78 
  4.  Class of 2012 - $14,519.13 79 
  5.  Class of 2013 - $12,290.46 80 

Vote to Approve Closing Student Activity Accounts.  Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Pauline Proch to 81 
accept this action, the motion was approved unanimously. 82 

  1.  Class of 2006 – assets already moved to class established account; close 83 
  2.  Class of 2010 – $0.00 balance; close 84 

 85 
Vote to Approve the NHS Field Trip to Catalunya, Spain, April 12-23, 2017. Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded 86 
by Pauline Proch to approve this bi-annual high school trip and the motion was approved unanimously. 87 
 88 
Vote to Approve the CPS Field Tip to Costa Rica or Guatamala .This trip has been pulled from a vote of approval.  89 
The overall consensus is that the students are just a bit too young at this age for such a trip of this magnitude and the 90 
teacher may or may not pursue private travel 91 
 92 
Vote to Approve the Amendment of Policy FF – Naming of New Facilities or Spaces.  Pauline Proch made a motion, 93 
seconded by Tim Lepore, with the motion approved unanimously.  (Two letters of recommendation on behalf of the 94 
late Sally Roberts, have been received and the vote to name the NES gym space will be brought to the committee at 95 
the next meeting). 96 
 97 
Gift Donation from Nantucket Yach Club to NCS for ESOL program.  Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by 98 
Pauline Proch to accept the $2,000.00 to the NCS Gift. The motion was approved unanimously. 99 
 100 
 101 
 102 
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 103 
Gift Donation from Blue Hills Bank Charitable Foundation to the CPS Gift Account for the new Project Based 104 
Learning program  Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Pauline Proch to accept the $4,868.51 to the CPS Gift 105 
Account. The motion was approved unanimously. 106 
 107 
Gift Donation from Egan Maritime Institute to the CPS Gift.  Pauline Proch recused herself from this vote, Tim 108 
Lepore made a motion, seconded by Melissa Murphy to accept the $19,558.94 to the CPS Gift Account. The motion 109 
was approved unanimously. 110 
  111 
Gift Donation from Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention (ASA)) to the CPS Gift .Tim Lepore made a motion, 112 
seconded by Melissa Murphy to accept the $399.00 to the CPS Gift Account. The motion was approved 113 
unanimously. 114 
 115 
Transfers & Invoices 116 
There were no transfers to approve but there was the warrant for payroll, Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by 117 
Pauline Proch to approve and a motion carried by a vote of the committee. 118 
 119 
 June 21, 2016  Meeting Minutes: 120 
A motion to approve was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa Murphy and was approved by a vote of the 121 
Committee. 122 
 123 
Superintendent’s Report–W. Michael Cozort 124 
Enrollment 125 
Not any change to note from June reporting of Enrollment.  The number is a moving target during the summer. 126 
 127 
On another note, the Building Project is progressing quickly, the NES parking lot in between the schools has been 128 
finished and soon the lot in the front NES will be taking shape.  NES will have front entry way completed.  The 129 
middle school addition has had a slight delay with some windows issues, hopefully finished for opening day, but stay 130 
tuned to Plan B if we need to address. 131 
 132 
On the Horizon – Next meeting will be a retreat on July 25

th
, a work session with no action taking place. Our next 133 

official meeting will be August 2
nd

 with AP results. Strategic Plan updates, Superintendent Goals and District Goals 134 
and School Handbooks.  135 
 136 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements 137 
Pauline Proch asked about the buildings accessibility for summer programming and Superintendent Cozort 138 
responded that while we are aware of disruptions to some programs, we have relocated most to the high school and it 139 
is important to remember these moves are due to the building project - while inconvenient for a short while, we will 140 
be reaping the benefits soon.  She also asked for the Summer Boost numbers to which Director of Community 141 
School, Caitlin Waddington stated approximately 30 students.  Jennifer Iller asked about the CPS vestibule hoping it 142 
is will be complete by the first day of school?!   Miss Gray did not have anything to share with the Committee but 143 
was glad she could attend the meeting as she did not think originally she could join. 144 
 145 
At 6:55 p.m., the School Committee adjourned on a motion made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Pauline Proch and 146 
unanimously approved. 147 
 148 
Respectfully submitted, 149 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee 150 
 151 
 152 
  153 


